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Organ Prelude During the prelude, all are invited to write and decorate short prayers 
of thanksgiving.  These will be collected for sharing later in the service. 

 

Invitation to Praise This is the day that the Lord has made.         Rev. J. Thomas 
   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Processional Hymn We gather together 
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Thanksgiving Prayer by Janet Morley 

   O God, the source of our common life,        Rev. J. Friedrich 
   when we are dry and scattered,  

when we are divided and alone,  
we long for connection, we long for community. 

          Congregation:  Breath of God, breathe on us. 
 

With those we live beside,                Rev. S. Jovic 
whom we may be afraid to approach,  
 of friendship to share,  
we long for connection, we long for community. 

          Congregation:  Breath of God, breathe on us. 
 

With those we have only heard of,              Rev. B. McGuinness 
who see with different eyes,  
whose struggles we try to imagine,  
whose fierce joy we wish we could grasp, 
we long for connection, we long for community. 

          Congregation:  Breath of God, breathe on us. 
 

With those we shall never know,                      Fr. G. Thomas 
but whose lives are linked with ours,  
whose shared ground we stand on,  
and whose common air we breathe,  
we long for connection, we long for community. 

          Congregation:  Breath of God, breathe on us. 
 

When we are dry and scattered,                           Rev. K. Atkinson 
when we are divided and alone, 
when we are cut off from the source of our life,  
open our graves, O God,  
that all your people may be free to breathe,  
strong to move, and joyful to stand together 
to celebrate your name.   

          Congregation:  Amen. 
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Hebrew Scripture Deuteronomy 8:1-3, 6-10                Rabbi D. Pressman 
 

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may 
live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised 
on oath to your forefathers. Remember how the LORD your God led you all 
the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order 
to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his com-
mands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with 
manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man 
does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
the LORD. 
 

Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and re-
vering him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land 
with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 
a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and 
honey; a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land 
where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills.  
 

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the 
good land he has given you. 

 
 

Hymn   Shalom my friends 
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Psalm    Psalm 65:1, 6         Said by clergy and congregation  

You are to be praised, O God of Zion,  
and to you shall we make our commitment. 

By your strength you established the mountains,  
and you are the hope of the ends of the earth. 

You visit the earth and water it;  
you make it richly fertile, providing grain for the people.  

You crown the year with your bounty,  
the pastures overflow and the hills are clothed with joy!  

The valleys stand so thick with corn,  
they shout for joy and sing.   

 
 

Christian Scripture Matthew 6:25-33                       S. Wheelwright 
 

Do Not Worry 
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they nei-
ther sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 
Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” 
or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; 
and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But 
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.  

 
 

Reflection  Rev. E. Swanson 
 
 

Music   Come Ye Thankful People, Come              George Elvey 
Combined Bell Choirs of Saint Andrew’s Episcopal & Saratoga Presbyterian Church 
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Reading  From a letter of William Hilton        Bishop D. Karren 
passenger on the Fortune, 1621 
 

Loving Cousin, 
At our arrival in New Plymouth , in New England, we found all our friends 
and planters in good health, though they were left sick and weak, with very 
small means; the Indians round about us peaceable and friendly; the country 
very pleasant and temperate, yielding naturally, of itself, great store of fruits, 
as vines of divers sorts in great abundance. There is likewise walnuts, chest-
nuts, small nuts and plums, with much variety of flowers, roots and herbs, no 
less pleasant than wholesome and profitable. No place hath more gooseberrries 
and straw- berries, nor better.  Timber of all sorts you have in England doth 
cover the land, that affords beasts of divers sorts, and great flocks of turkey, 
quails, pigeons and partridges; many great lakes abounding with fish, fowl, 
beavers, and otters. The sea affords us great plenty of all excellent sorts of sea-
fish, as the rivers and isles doth variety of wild fowl of most useful sorts. 
Mines we find, to our thinking; but neither the goodness nor quality we 
know.  Better grain cannot be than the Indian corn, if we will plant it upon as 
good ground as a man need desire. We are all freeholders; the rent-day doth 
not trouble us; and all those good blessings we have, of which and what we list 
in their seasons for taking. 

 
 
Prayer of Praise by Terry Hinks 

   Mighty God           Rev. A. Engelson 
   we rejoice in your reckless and extravagant love  

scattered among us  
and found in the mud and thorns of life. 
 

We rejoice  
that your will for us and for the world  
is not one of carefully apportioned judgment  
or neatly wrapped rewards. 
 

Praise be! 
Your aim and desire for all your creation  
is a cup full and overflowing with good wine,  
a banquet for all to share,  
a harvest of full and ripe grains,  
a growing tree in which all can make their nest. 
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Your gifts, freely offered,  
are life in all its fullness,  
hope in abundance,  
peace that passes understanding,  
love that none can measure, from which nothing can separate us.

 Amen. 
 
 

Thanksgivings Read aloud by members of the clergy 
 
 

Reading Thanksgiving Day 1864 Proclamation                Rev. J. Thomas 
 Abraham Lincoln, 16th

 President of the United States of America 
 

It has pleased Almighty God to prolong our national life another year, defend-
ing us with His guardian care against unfriendly designs from abroad and 
vouchsafing to us in His mercy many and signal victories over the enemy, who 
is of our own household. It has also pleased our Heavenly Father to favor as 
well our citizens in their homes as our soldiers in their camps and our sailors 
on the rivers and seas with unusual health. He has largely augmented our free 
population by emancipation and by immigration, while He has opened to use 
new sources of wealth and has crowned the labor of our workingmen in every 
department of industry with abundant rewards. Moreover, He has been pleased 
to animate and inspire our minds and hearts with fortitude, courage, and reso-
lution sufficient for the great trial of civil war into which we have been 
brought by our adherence as a nation to the cause of freedom and humanity, 
and to afford to us reasonable hopes of an ultimate and happy deliverance 
from all our dangers and afflictions. 
 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, do hereby 
appoint and set apart the last Thursday in November next as a day which I 
desire to be observed by all my fellow-citizens, wherever they may then be, as 
a day of thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God, the beneficent Creator and 
Ruler of the Universe. And I do further recommend to my fellow-citizens 
aforesaid that on that occasion they do reverently humble themselves in the 
dust and from thence offer up penitent and fervent prayers and supplications to 
the Great Disposer of Events for a return of the inestimable blessings of peace, 
union, and harmony throughout the land which it has pleased Him to assign as 
a dwelling place for ourselves and for our posterity throughout all generations. 
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Offering Hymn My Country ‘Tis of Thee 
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   The offering will go to Westside Community Services, Cupertino, 

a private, non-profit agency that has been providing assistance 
and referral services to the community for more than 30 years. 

 
 
Reading  What I am Thankful For         Rev. K. Atkinson 

by Karol of ‘Alarming News’ Blog 
 

The only thing I put above my country is my family. I was born in the Soviet 
Union and I am thankful every single day that my parents brought me to this 
amazing country, that I have lived in freedom every day of my adult life, and 
that I got to grow up in the most incredible country on earth. I have traveled a 
lot, and I have fallen in love with other countries. But, America is it for me. I 
love the people, in both the red and blue states, and I love the history, the cul-
ture, the attitude. I love the cowboys, the Gucci queens, the Brooklyn home-
boys, the soccer moms and everything in between. I love the confidence of 
Americans. I love the determination and the collective will. And, more than 
anything else, I love the freedom. I love that my family never had to worry 
about being Jewish again. They left behind those worries in Russia. They came 
here, began new lives, were able to be whoever they wanted to be and were 
never again held back because of their religion. America is pure magic to peo-
ple suffering with tyranny and hardship. America is promise of a better world. 

 
 

Common Prayers All are invited to pray the Kaddish in Hebrew  
or the Lord’s Prayer in English (or any other language) 
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Lord,   our        God,    to     thee        we     raise          this    our       hymn  of     grate -   ful        praise. 

Hymn   For the beauty of the earth 
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CCLI license #1954290 for copied music & hymn texts 

Benediction  A Hebrew Blessing                Rev. S. Jovic 
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, Eternal King, 
who feeds the whole world with Your goodness, 
with grace, with loving kindness, and with tender mercy. 
You give food to all flesh,  
for Your loving kindness endures forever. 
Through Your great goodness, food has never failed us. 
O may it not fail us forever, for Your name's sake, 
since You nourish and sustain all living things, 
and do good to all, 
and provide food for all Your creatures 
whom You have created. 
Blessed are You, O Lord, Who gives food to all. 
 

Organ Postlude 
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Churches and Clergy of the  
Saratoga Ministerial Association 

Saratoga, California 95070 
 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
19100 Allendale Avenue 408-867-1750 – Bishop Dana Karren, Mr. Scott Wheelwright 

Church of the Ascension Roman Catholic Church 
12033 Miller Avenue 408-725-3939 – Fr. Joe Galang, Pastor 

Congregation Beth David 
19700 Prospect Road 408-257-3333 

Rabbi Daniel Pressman, Rabbi Aaron Schonbrun 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
14103 Saratoga Avenue 408-867-0822 – The Rev. Bill Norman, Pastor 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
12770 Saratoga Avenue 408-253-7167 – The Rev. Jim Friedrich, Pastor 

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church 
13718 Saratoga Avenue 408-867-9241 – Fr. Gary Thomas, Pastor 

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
13601 Saratoga Avenue 408-867-3493 

The Rev. Kate Atkinson, Interim Pastor; The Rev. Jim Thomas, Associate Pastor 

Saint Archangel Michael Serbian Orthodox Church 
18870 Allendale Avenue 408-867-4876 – Fr. Slobodan Jovic 

Saint Nicholas’ Orthodox Church 
14220 Elva Avenue 408-867-0628 – Archpriest Basil Rhodes, Rector 

Saratoga Federated Church 
20390 Park Place 408-867-1000 

Keith Potter, Sr. Pastor; Greg Davis, Arvin Engelson, & Tim Galleher, Associate Pastors 

Saratoga Presbyterian Church 
20455 Herriman Avenue 408-867-0144 – Rev. Bill McGuinness, Interim Sr. Pastor 

Taiwanese American Presbyterian Church 
12850 Saratoga Avenue 408-255-5579 

Westhope Presbyterian Church 
12850 Saratoga Avenue 408-255-0955 – The Rev. Erik Swanson, Pastor 


